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A Day in the Life of Bryan Callahan '17
A typical day for Bryan Callahan
begins with his Health Promotions class.
Bryan is a health and exercise science major
and finds this course helpful in preparing
for his future career.

Greetings
Dear Bridgewater College Families,
The spring semester is well underway, and
we continue to work to deliver the best expe
rience possible to your student. This issue of
the Family Council newsletter gives insight
into the some of the student experiences
and faculty/ staff projects that are currently
underway.
I am honored to be a part of the life at the
College and remain committed to bringing
you news and happenings as we travel this
road together.
Suzanne Bushman
Presidential Spouse
Chair, BC Family Council

Family Council Board for 2016-17
Suzanne Bushman, Chair

Presidential Spouse

Marc Asaad
Glenn and Tracey Criss
Karla and Brad Hallock
Judith Hasty
Catherine and Nelson Kelley
Karen Cadell-Lee and Mike Lee
Mark and Susan Michrina
Suzy Shober Sauerwald
Sandy and Walter Shipe
Todd and Tina Snook
Acquenetta and Robert Thurston
Mary Helen and Jim Tucker

As the President of Peer
Advocates, a group that began his freshman
year, Bryan oversees the work the group
does in health advocacy to help freshmen
transition to college. Bryan meets with Peer
Advocates one to two times each week.
The next class Bryan at
tends is Exercise Physiology. This course is
extremely relevant for his future in physical
therapy school. The course builds off the
prerequisite Human Physiology and further
prepares students for careers in areas such
as physical therapy. After class, Bryan assists
another student as an Academic Coach. Academic Coaches work with students on
campus to help them organize their work and be successful.
Bryan likes to use his free time to participate in the many intramural
sports available. He participates in sports such as sand volleyball, basketball, ping pong
and bowling. In addition to intramurals, Bryan also works at Massanutten Resort as a ski
instructor four days a week.
Bryan is also involved with Speak Up, a group on campus that works to raise
awareness about sexual assault prevention, and is a member of the Conduct Hearing
Board, a six-person board composed of students, faculty and staff that hears cases
regarding drug and alcohol abuse.
Throughout his four years at Bridgewater College, Bryan has been highly involved on
campus and made a significant impact through his leadership in student organizations.
He plans to pursue a career in physical therapy by heading to graduate school in June.

Student Resources
Dr. Robert Andersen Director of Academic
Advising and Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs
randerse@bridgewater.edu

Heidi Hoover Title IX Coordinator
hhoover@bridgewater.edu

Chief Milton Franklin Chief of Campus Police
mfranklin@bridgewater.edu

Dr. Chip Studwell Director of Academic
Support
cstudwe11@bridgewater.edu

Paige French Director of Health Services
pfrench@bridgewater.edu
Randy Hook Director of Counseling Services
rhook@bridgewater.edu

The Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller College Chaplain
rmiller@bridgewater.edu

Sherry Talbott Director of Career Services
stalbott@bridgewater.edu

Special thanks to KeriAnne Gallagher 'J ?for her work on this edition ofthe newsletter.
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Bridgewater prepares students for the future through experiential learning
and hands-on interaction that are integral to each department's curriculum.

]

INTERVIEWWITH DR. JEFFREY PIERSON, DIVISION HE AD OF
COMMUNICATIONS, FINE ARTS AND LITERATURE
Dr. Jeff Pierson, Division Head of Communications, Fine Arts
and Literature, explained that the areas within communications,
fine arts and literature are con
nected through their academic
approaches and strategies. They
are "all concerned with the way
we communicate. Whether
through voice, or through art, vi
sual images, the mass media ...all
those areas require experiential
training:' Bridgewater prepares
students for the future through
experiential learning and hands
on interaction that are integral to
each department's curriculum.

students. In music, there are large and small music ensembles,
Pep Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, string ensembles, Bell
Choir, Concert Choir, Oratorio Choir, Chorale, Gospel Choir, a
capella groups, percussion ensemble, and other quartets, quintets
and trios. Students can produce, direct and act in theatrical pro
ductions. Students interested in communication and literature
have opportunities to be active in campus media, such as internet
radio, the student newspaper, a
literary magazine, the yearbook,
blogs and social media content
production.

Dr. Pierson also discussed the
opportunities for co-curricular activities and the performing arts.
Creativity thrives within the many programs available to BC

"Bridgewater's advantage is
the high level of interaction and
feedback students can receive
on their work:' Dr. Pierson
commented. Whether it's in
the performing arts or student
organizations, the chance to
transform theory into practice
prepares students for their
future careers and sets them up
for continued success.
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Introducing Bridgewater
College's New Police Chief,
Milton Franklin
CHIEF MILTON FRANKLIN BECAME BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE'S CHIEF OF POLICE
IN AUGUST 2016, SUCCEEDING THE RETIRING CHIEF, NICK PICERNO. CHIEF
FRANKLIN DISCUSSED HIS COMMITMENT TO BRIDGEWATER AND ITS STUDENTS.
Q: What contributed to your

visible about the residential halls, en

decision to come to Bridgewater
College?

gaging with students and patrolling,
especially during the night hours. I
have received many wonderful com

A: I always had the aspiration of
becoming a police chief. So I took
advantage of the opportunity to
apply for the Bridgewater College
position. During that time, I visited
the campus and was amazed by the
campus. Everyone was very helpful
and accommodating. I left my visit to
Bridgewater College with a positive
impression of the students, faculty
and administration.

ments from students [about this].
Q: What is something that you

would say to the parents of Bridge
water College students regarding
campus safety?
A: Bridgewater is the fourth safest city in Virginia, and we have a
great relationship with the Town
of Bridgewater Police Department,
the Rockingham County Sheriff's

Q: I'd love to know more about
how you've integrated involve
ment in student life and residential
life programming into what you're
doing.

A: We have developed a great part
nership with student life and resi
dential life. A partnership that begins
with putting students first. I have
encouraged my police officers and
campus safety officers to be highly

Department and the James Madison
University Police. We all work togeth
er and want to help students. We can
provide the oversight for the safety
of each student. Within Bridgewater
College, I work with the Vice Presi
dent of Student Life, Leslie Frere, and
the Associate Dean of Students, Meg
Dutnell. Everyone works together as

For current students, what are
the key points you would empha
size to students about being good
citizens on campus and in the
nearby area?
Q:

A: If you see something, say some
thing and contact the Campus Police
Department. The sooner it's report
ed, [the sooner] it can be covered
and resolved. President Bushman has
pushed for openness and acceptance
on campus. The police department
is the first thing you see when you
arrive on campus, placing safety as a
top priority.

one big team and forms a healthy
relationship between departments
to ensure student safety.

Important Spring Semester 2017 Dates

SPRING BREAK: begins after the last class on March 3. Classes resume on March 13.
EASTER BREAK: begins after the last class on April 13. Classes resume on April 18.
COMMENCEMENT: May 20, 2017
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Message from Dr. Leslie Frere
Vice President for Student Life and Dean of
Students
Since I arrived on campus last summer, I have been
welcomed warmly and heartily and am so glad to find
myself surrounded by people who are motivated to be
their best for the Bridgewater family.
Allow me to take a moment to share some of the highlights of the last eight months
as they relate to Student Life. We are currently in the process of developing a student
life curriculum that will help us be intentional about our work and will better
position students to articulate and understand all of the learning they do outside the
classroom. We anticipate implementation beginning in fall of 2018.
In addition, in order to facilitate connection to students, ease accessibility constraints
and create a vibrant and flexible space for student gathering, we will be undertaking
a renovation to the lower level of the Kline Campus Center beginning in May 2017.
I am delighted to report that the Department of Student Life offices will eventually
transition into this space. We are confident the completed project will result in a truly
student-centered environment.

Mark your Fall Calendars
Senior Ring Banquet

October 6, 2017
Family Weekend
Octa ber 7-8, 2017

It is an exciting time to be a part of the momentum at BC! We appreciate your choice
to share your family with ours.
Warm regards,
Leslie
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